Process Prior to USCIS Review

Adoptive parents contact agency.

l

Agency performs the parents home study and prepares a
dossier including evidence of the parents’ financial status,
general information related to the prospective adopting family,
and anything that the Guatemalan social

worker will require to complete an evaluation of the case.
Similar information is also gathered and submitted with the I-600A.
(Processing time around 6 months)

Agency contacts Guatemalan attorney and
prepares the power of attorney document that
is registered with the Guatemalan Courts.

If child has not been identified,
Attorney looks for a child in Guatemala .

'

Local attorney submits documents for
USCIS Guatemala pre-approval.




a list of required documents and explains
what corrections are necessary.

Local attorney submits initial .
—> adoption packet to USCIS Guatemala Department Of Homeland Securlty
Citizenship and Immigration Services
No <4— Is the packet Yes (USCIS) pI’OCGSS
complete? —>»
USCIS Guatemala representative (lfa relinquishment case, a USCIS Guatemala Representative}
returns documents to the attorney with gives the attorney an authorization letter for DNA testing.

If an abandonment case, there is no DNA testing.
L The case is entered into USCIS Guatemala Database.

'

v

and / or makes the proper correct

Attorney obtains missing documents

Time frame depends on attorney.

A physician from a Panel of physicians authorized by the
Embassy takes DNA samples and sends them to an authorized
lab in the US for analysis. Lab sends results directly to
USCIS Guatemala. Time frame between 3-4 weeks

ions.

v

No ‘

Relinquishment:
DNA
results positive?

Case is Denied

v

USCIS Guatemala issues pre-approval and notifies local
attorney and parents by email (within 72 of issuance)

<

Abandonment

Immigration Officer reviews documents and determines if
child meets the definition of an orphan and is eligible for
immigration to the US. Also reviews for indication of fraud.
Time frame between 3-6 weeks.

Does the officer
suspect fraud
or ineligibility?

Case referred to investigator for further
review. Time frame depends on case.

i the fingerprints or I-171H have

expired or there is a deficiency, USCIS

Guatemala sends an I-72 or request for

new fingerprints and/or (additional
documentation) to the attorney.

+ Did investigator
Attorney picks up the pre-approval at the Embassy and processes find evidence of fraud or
the adoption through the Procuraduria General de la Nacién (PGN). ineligibility?
Time frame usually between 4-8 weeks (depends on case)
¢ No Yes
w;?}:tggllsya;l;l:f:‘:;sl :2%2‘?;;8?::;?121 Notice of Intent to Deny (NOID) drafted by
See PGN Flow Chart for details. USCIS Guatemala and sent for District review.
v A
USCIS Guatemala reviews documents within ——
48 business hours for deficiencies and verifies validity nglsctll)rls\:;;tl\(l) éfli]c)eo
of I-171H and the adopting parents’ fingerprints. N -
[
Yes
g District sends NOID to adopting
Is everything parents and their attorney. They have
complete 30 days to rebut the reasons for NOID.
and updated? Yes
Does reviewing officer
Final documents are forwarded to the consider that favorable
Consular Section for final processing.Consular Yes action is warranted?
Section issues visa interview Appointment or
“Pink Slip”. Child has medical exam performed No
by a physician of the embassy authorized Panel

of Physicians. Parents or Escorts are interviewed
for child’s visa. I-600 is adjudicated and a Consular
Officer adjudicates visa petition. If approved,

the visa is issued the same day of interview.

]

v

Final Denial is sent to adopting parents
and attorney. Parents may appeal Decision
to the Administrative Appeals Unit
(AAU) located in Washington, DC.




Procuraduria General de

Submit power of attorney ruling by the solicitor attorney’s office
— Procuraduria General de la Nacion(PGN) . The power of the
Guatemalan attorney should have been previously prepared
by the parents and the agency in the United States and has to
be registered and approved by the PGN. This process is called
‘Protocolizacion del Mandato de Representacion.

la Nacion (PGN) process

(After USCIS has pre-approved the case)

Time frame in this process depends on the
case and the attorney. Timeframe between

v

several weeks to several months.

The initial dossier prepared by the International Agency is
studies the case by looking at the socio economic conditions of

If a relinquishment case, the social worker also studies the
Socioeconomic situation of the relinquishing parent.

sent to the ‘Juzgado de la Familia’ A social worker from this office

the prospective parents and the socioeconomic situation of child.

v

Social worker gives his/her opinion about the case.

Is this opinion

No favorable?

v

Attorney may proceed with
adoption process through the
Guatemalan Judicial System.

Yes

missing

Are there any

documents?

Yes

A

Has PGN given
clearance for the
adoption?

v

PGN issues ‘previo’ or ]

request for documents.

v

Attorney provides
requested documents.

PGN notary writes a resolution (Resolucién Notarial)
authorizing the attorney to proceed with the adoption.

v

Attorney drafts Notarial Decree of Adoption or
‘Escritura Final de Adopciéon’. This document is signed by
the legal guardian of the child and formalizes the adoption.
The Civil Registry (Registro Civil) issues new
birth certificate for the minor, stating the child’s adopted name.

Is someone
representing
the legal
guardian?

v

Attorney or parents submit final documents
packet to USCIS Guatemala which reviews
documents within 48 business hours of receipt.

A power of attorney will be required, in which the legal
guardian authorizes a representative to sign the
Notarial Decree of Adoption. This document must have the
stamp of the “Direccién el Archivo General de Protocolos”.

f




Consular Section process

(After USCIS has received the
packet of a final documents)

Attorney or parents submit final documents
packet to USCIS Guatemala which reviews

< documents within 48 business hours of receipt.
Is everything
complete?
Yes
No ]

USCIS Guatemala will issue an 1-72 Attorney, representative, or parents pick up Visa Interview
(notification of missing/incorrect Appointment Packet (pink slip) issued by the Consular
documents). Notice will be sent to Section and required to apply for the immigrant visa.

attorney and parents via email. Must show child’s passport to receive pink slip.

v

Attorney, representative, or parent take the child for a
medical Examination with a physician of the embassy
authorized Panel of Physicians. The Medical Examination
can take place as soon as pink slip is issued.

v

Adoptive parents (or escorts) and child must appear in person for the Immigrant Visa Interview.

The interview is an open appointment. In other words, parents (or escorts) may appear

at the embassy Monday through Friday at 7:30 a.m. after the pink slip has been issued.

Parents/ escorts should:

. Present pink slip.

. Present parents/ escort’s passports and the child’s Guatemalan passport (with adopted surname).

Have paid all required fees.

Bring a notarized I-600 if only one parent is present.

. Escorts will need a copy of the I-171 (Notice of Approved 1-600).

Medical examination from physician of the embassy authorized Panel of Physicians.

. Three 1/ %- inch color photographs with a white background.

. Forms DS-230 and 9003 completed. These forms are signed during the interview.

. Escorts need to present an Affidavit Authorizing them to travel with the child to the US for
the purpose of uniting the child with his/her adoptive parents.

Have
parents met
the child prior to
adoption?

IR-3 visa issued, (same day of interview),
after verifying Guatemalan entry stamps
on adoptive parents’ passport to confirm
that both parents saw their adopted child
prior to the legal adoption in Guatemala.

IR-4 visa issued. (Same day of Interview)

Escort must provide adoptive parent’s:

1. Original Affidavit of Support (Form I-864).

2. Copies of the last three years of federal tax returns.
3. Proof of current employment.




